S1760

bought a tour bus, and the Miami Tour
Company was born.

Seventeen years later, Miami Tour
Company has grown to transport 35,000
passengers annually and have served
more than 600,000 clientele. Their fleet
now includes motorcoaches, mini-
buses, vans, SUVs, shuttle buses, and
boat tours. The company’s local guides
run day tours through Key West, Or-
lando, the Everglades, and Miami
Beach. They have also instituted a
GPS-guided system in their tour buses
that triggers high-quality digital voice
recordings at locations of interest,
making them the only tour company in
Florida to offer this technology. To ex-
pand their customer base, the company
has begun offering the recordings in
Spanish, Portuguese, Mandarin,
French, Italian, German, and Russian,
allowing visitors from around the
world to enjoy the attractions that
Florida has to offer.

On top of providing enjoyable and in-
formative tours, Miami Tour Company
gives back to their community. They
guide local elementary students on free
historical bus tours throughout Miami
and offer students free eco-tourism
trips to the Everglades. They also give
back to their community by providing
complimentary travel charters for ac-
tivities for the children and families of
Sophia’s Hope. In addition, they donate
portions of their proceeds to the Miami
Beach Holocaust Memorial and the
Miami Beach Botanical Gardens.
Miami Tour Company has been a true
small business success story. Their
dedication to hospitality has been rec-
ognized with an A-plus rating from the
Better Business Bureau and a Certifi-
cate of Excellence from online review-
ers.

Gus and Michelle’s commitment to
an exceptional customer experience
represents the standard of hospitality
with which Florida small businesses
are known for. Companies like Miami
Tour Company are one of the many
reasons that visitors enjoy south Flor-
ida and keep coming back. I would like
to congratulate Gus, Michelle, and all
of the employees at Miami Tour Com-
pany for being named the Senate Small
Business of the Week. I wish them good
luck and look forward to watching
their continued growth and success.®

———————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his
secretaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)
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The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred jointly, pur-
suant to the order of January 30, 1975,
as modified by the order of April 11,
1986; to the Committees on the Budget;
and Appropriations:

To the Congress of the United States:

In just over 2 years, together with
the American people, we have launched
an unprecedented economic boom.
Since I was elected, we have created
more than 5 million new jobs, including
half a million manufacturing jobs.
Nearly 5 million Americans have been
lifted off food stamps. Unemployment
is the lowest in nearly half a century.
African American unemployment, His-
panic American unemployment, and
Asian American unemployment rates
have all reached historic lows. Our Na-
tion is experiencing an economic mir-
acle—and it is improving the lives of
all our citizens.

We have achieved these extraor-
dinary gains thanks to historic tax
cuts and an unprecedented regulatory
reduction campaign, through
unleashing American energy produc-
tion, systematically fixing bad trade
deals, and remaining absolutely com-
mitted to putting the needs of the
American worker first.

My Administration worked with the
Congress to pass unprecedented legisla-
tion to confront the opioid crisis, a
sweeping new farm bill,
groundbreaking criminal justice re-
form, major investments to rebuild the
military, and historic Department of
Veterans Affairs reforms to ensure that
our great veterans have access to high
quality healthcare.

We are also making our communities
safer. To target violent crime, my Ad-
ministration has increased support for
Federal, State, and local law enforce-
ment We have added nearly 200 new
violent crime prosecutors across the
United States. And last year, the De-
partment of Justice prosecuted more
violent crimes than ever before. As a
result, violent crime is falling.

My Administration is confronting
the national security and humani-
tarian crisis on our southern border,
and we are accepting the moral duty to
create an immigration system that
protects the lives and jobs of our citi-
zens. This includes our obligation to
the millions of immigrants living in
the United States today who followed
the rules and respected our laws.

In the 20th century, America saved
freedom, transformed science, and de-
fined the middle class standard of liv-
ing. Now we must write the next chap-
ter of the great American adventure,
turbo-charging the industries of the fu-
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ture and establishing a new standard of
living for the 21st century. An amazing
quality of life for all of our citizens is
within reach. We can make our com-
munities safer, our families stronger,
our culture richer, our faith deeper,
and our middle class bigger and more
prosperous than ever before.

We are now addressing our challenges
from a position of strength. My 2020
Budget builds on the tremendous
progress we have made and provides a
clear roadmap for the Congress to
bring Federal spending and debt under
control. We must protect future gen-
erations from Washington’s habitual
deficit spending.

This year, I asked most executive de-
partments and agencies to cut their
budgets by at least 5 percent. In addi-
tion to reflecting those reductions, my
Budget invests in the following prior-
ities:

Securing our Borders and Protecting
our Sovereignty. As President, my
highest duty is the defense of our Na-
tion—which is why finishing the border
wall is an urgent national priority. All
who are privileged to hold elected of-
fice must work together to create an
immigration system that promotes
wage growth and economic oppor-
tunity, while preventing drugs, ter-
rorism, and crime from entering the
United States. Immigration policy,
like all policy, must serve the interests
of Americans living here today—in-
cluding the millions of new Americans
who came here legally to join our na-
tional family. The American people are
entitled to a strong border that stops
illegal immigration, and a responsible
visa policy that protects our security
and our workforce. My Budget con-
tinues to reflect these priorities, and I
look forward to working with the Con-
gress to finish the border wall and
build a safe, just, and lawful immigra-
tion system that will benefit genera-
tions of Americans to come.

Preserving Peace through Strength.
A strong military, fully integrated
with our allies and all our instruments
of power, enables our Nation to deter
war, preserve peace, and, if necessary,
defeat aggression against United
States interests. To that end, my
Budget requests $750 billion for na-
tional defense, an increase of $34 bil-
lion, or 5 percent, from the 2019 enacted
level. The Budget funds the National
Security Strategy and National De-
fense Strategy, building on the major
gains we have already made through-
out the world.

Protecting our Veterans. Our Na-
tion’s brave warriors and defenders de-
serve the best care America has to
offer—both during and after their ac-
tive service. Last year, I signed into
law the historic VA MISSION Act of
2018 to reform and transform the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs
healthcare system into an integrated
system for the 21st century. My Budget
fully funds all requirements for vet-
erans’ healthcare services and provides
additional funding to implement the
VA MISSION Act of 2018.
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